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Dear Cultural Property Advisory Committee, 
 
 These comments are submitted on behalf of the Ancient Coin Club of Los 
Angeles, an association of students and collectors of ancient coins.  The Ancient Coin 
Club of Los Angeles (“ACCLA”) has been in existence for more than 50 years and 
actively promotes public educational programs concerning ancient history, ancient 
coins, and numismatics including monthly lectures and on-line articles. Our members 
also have provided lectures to schools and universities, published articles in journals 
and contributed images of coins for books published by scholars of international repute.  
(You can read more about the ACCLA on our website at http://www.accla.org.) 
 
 ACCLA opposes the extension of the Memoranda of Understanding (“MOU”) with 
Italy to the extent it applies to ancient coins because it will needlessly harm the interests 
of our members.   
 
 Ancient Roman coinage, including some of the early Roman Republican coins 
and certainly vast amounts of the millions of Roman Empire coins, was produced at 
mints throughout Europe, not just Italy, and was used for trade throughout the ancient 
world (including Europe, Asia and North Africa).  It is impossible for a customs inspector 

http://www.accla.org/


   

to ascertain whether an individual coin was found in Italy or elsewhere and thus 
impossible to actually and fairly enforce any restriction on the importation of coins that 
originated in Italy (and are arguably the so-called cultural patrimony of Italy). 
 
 When the predecessor to the Cultural Property Implementation Act (“CPIA”) was 
being negotiated, one of the State Department’s attorneys assured Congress that “it 
would be hard to imagine a case” where coins would be included within the restrictions.  
Sadly, this has not been the case and several ill-considered MOUs have been adopted 
that apply to ancient coinage. 
 
 To our knowledge there is no evidence that these MOUs have caused a 
significant reduction in the looting of archaeological sites or reduced the over-all volume 
of international trade in coins or any other antiquities.  Inasmuch as the MOUs are 
unilateral (not followed or echoed by similar bans adopted by other countries) and apply 
only to the importation of items into the US, and inasmuch as there are no meaningful 
restrictions on export to, or importation into, Britain, countries in Continental Europe or 
Asia, from Italy and the other countries with which the US has adopted MOUs, that 
trade continues unabated.  These MOUs are simply window dressings that discriminate 
against US citizens and no one else by impacting legal trade in the USA.  They hinder 
scholarship, have created an unqualified bureaucracy to screen coins that may or may 
not have originated in the countries subject to those MOUs and are, at best, a form of 
“virtue signaling”.  And being “unilateral”, the addition of restrictions on importation of 
coins which are legally traded across Europe and would remain so, would not comport 
with the restrictions on entering into agreements laid down in 19 U.S.C. §2602(c)(i). 
 
 Moreover, this MOU is neither the only nor the best way to address concerns 
regarding the export of coins from Italy.  In recent years, Italy has adopted a program of 
reviewing and either approving (via an export permit) and permitting, or disapproving 
(denying such a permit) and preventing, the export of specific coins.   
 



   

 In light of all this, if you do renew the MOU, we urge you to eliminate, entirely, its 
application to any and all ancient coinage from Italy. 
 
 The Ancient Coin Club of Los Angeles thanks you for providing this opportunity to 
submit comments.  
 

Yours sincerely, 
 
Joseph Geisinger 
President, Ancient Coin Club of Los Angeles 
16255 Ventura Blvd Ste 1200 
Encino, CA 91436 
Email: mailto:singersound@me.com 
Website: http://www.accla.org 
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